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PETER BLUM GALLERY

IN CONVERSATION

MICHAEL CRAIG-MARTIN+

PUERTO RICO NATIVE ENOC PEREZ IS MJN FOR

MICHAEL CRAIG-MARTIN: AS LAST YEAR'S MTV RE-DEFINE
HONOREE ARTIST I'YE BEEN ASKED TO HELP INTRODUCE
YOU TO A WIDER TEXAS AUDIENCE. YOU WERE BORN IN
PUERTO RICO AND DID YOUR ART STUDIES IN NEW YORK.
i SURE YOUR BACKGROUND AND EARLY EXPERIENCE
HAD A BIG IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE.

Enoc Perez: B=ng born and rared n Puerto Rico, |
urderstoog what it meant 10 be Puerto R
mand Coming to New Yok, | quickly un O
It mears Lo be Puerto Rican outade of the iland — %

not as prograssae a5 we belisve oursehes 1o be

HOW MANY LANGUAGES DO YOU SPEAK?

Thres: English, Spanesh and French

HAVING A STRONG INTEREST IN MODERN ARCHITECTURE
MYSELE I'M FASCINATED THAT IT HOLDS SUCH A CENTRAL
POSITION IN YOUR WORK. DOES ARCHITECTURE ACT

AS A CRITICAL POINT OF CONTACT FOR YOU WITH
CONTEMPORARY LIFE? HOW DID THIS INTEREST ARISE?
DID YOU EVER CONSIDER BECOMING AN ARCHITECT?

I'm an architecture groupie it all comes outof admiration

horm we think w

ame and also
m after the wonder of t — the
rory, the beauty Architechise s the embodment of

the contradiction of contemporary Iife It illustrates the
beauty of posability ard the cru :

whien terronsts wanted 1o

busding

Architeactu a8
apeaple. | mme Wy

parents 1o many of the hotels in Puerto Rico These
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PERE/

IS ABSTRACT FIGURATIVE PAINTINGS AND DEPICTIONS OF MODERNIST BUILDINGS, FROM AN EERIE WORK OF

HAVANA'S DILAPIDATED RIVIERA HOTEL TO AN ESOTERIC SERIES ON NEW YORK'S ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER. HIS WORK CONTRASTS STARKLY WITH THE VIVID

CONCEPTUAL WORK OF LONDON-BASED ARTIST MICHAEL CRAIG-MARTIN, BUT THE TWO TALENTS HAVE AT LEAST ONE THING IN COMMON: BOTH HAVE BEEN

RECOGNIZED AS THE HONORED ARTIST FOR THE MTV RE:DEFINE AUCTION AND GALA. CRAIG-MARTIN, WHO WAS LAUDED LAST YEAR, CHATS WITH PEREZ, WHO
RECEIVES THE TRIBUTE THIS MONTH. EDITED BY CHRISTINA GEYER
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they made it bigger and ruined it. But the wooder of the
orgira! buddings is still with me  The irony of thes beauty
named El Canguetador in an island that’s 3 colory = &
clear in rreanng as it s confusing to s chikd That'sw

| come fram | never realy wantad 0 be an art
st not my temper | would like t© make a house, but |
woulkd see it as somethng eke

DOYOU TRAYEL SPECIFICALLY TO SEE CERTAIN BUILDINGS?
I'va done it 3 couple of times for commissions but not
on my own buck | stumble upon them when | travel
| partculary ke to find mysall in buldings that | have

sly made pantings of it's like G SCMeons you
t 0 for some time and finally

oIS pople dosometimes, they
ctations, and at tmes they disappoint I
v | started making paintings of buikdings mastly
d on my own memory — this place of soltude
Yhat = alhays surpneng 10 me i that himagine these
buldings 10 be bigger Then when I'm there, the scale
1 always diffarent

DOYOU THINK OF YOURSELF AS A NATURAL PAINTER

— SOMEONE FOR WHOM PAINTING IS YOUR MOST
ACCESSIBLE FORM OF EXPRESSION?

Natural panter  Yes! |t s just how | understand things
The process leads me 1o find what | need  Thoughtard
action ard vice versa: Natural | oould draw a5 3 ad

WAS THERE A BREAKTHROUGH MOMENT IN YOUR WORK
OR CAREER THAT GAVE RISE TO A MOMENTOUS CHANGE?
Bregikthraughs are those moments that of antsts e for You
start wark ‘,'.; on something :;:d i 15 like g«zjrr.plrvg ntoan ‘
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slized that | had something bigge
of the Nomandie Hotal than | thought [ had | just knew

HOW MUCH DO YOU ENGAGE WITH SOCIAL MEDIA? HAS
SOCIAL MEDIA MADE A DIRECT IMPACT ON YOUR WORK OR
HOW YOU THINK ABOUT YOUR WORK AND ITS AUDIENCE?
ia | lowe it Itcan be

U2 it allows you 1o create
your ovn narmative, rather than having somecne eke do
that on your behalf 1t ako gves you a bigger woice | do
like that soaal meda lets you e Amost immediataly
with othess That
<y work a kot

| go engaga n social m

what aspect of vour work reson
being sard, | doa't think that i1 affe
2 the wiork that | néed 10 ma ‘ g
NG part Is aust icing on the cake The cake s 10
makz the work

WHAT COMES NEXT FOR YOU? SHOWS, PROJECTS,
TRAVEL, PERSONAL?

Mext, gaing to Dallas 10 get this hooor that I'm most
happy 1o recere. Will be g 3 showy 3t the Dalias
Contempoaary which Frinworking on already And

of course, whataver | come up with in betwesr

AREYOU FAMILIAR WITH THE DALLAS ART SCENE? I'M
SURE EVERYONE THERE WILL MAKE YOU FEEL AS
WELCOME AS THEY DID ME.

Dallas has always been gocd to me One of my early

, e he

nd | had a burger w
#est burger | have ever had 10 this
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